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Climate Change and 
Water Scarcity

● Climate change is increasing water scarcity in 
arid regions across the world because of 
decreasing water availability and quality 

○ By 2025 1.8 billion people will be 
experiencing absolute water scarcity and 
two thirds of the population will be dealing 
with water stress that interferes with daily 
life

○ 80% of illness in developing countries is 
attributed to unsafe drinking water

○ 3 million people every year die from 
waterborne illness

 



Water Scarcity as a Gendered Issue

● In many communities it is often the 
responsibility of women to gather water

● Therefore, increased water scarcity caused 
by climate change has a disproportionate 
impact on women

○ Physical dangers
■ Sexual harassment and assault
■ Attacks by animals

○ Health issues  
■ Waterborne illness
■ Physical strain 



“A Walking Meditation”

Project goal:

● Inspire thoughtfulness about climate change, water 
scarcity, and gender roles in arid regions

The project components were:

● A series of informational signs demarcating a 
“journey to water”

● An ending point with two water buckets painted to 
match signs which visitors were encouraged to lift

● A website with more information, links to other 
resources, and copies of our signs and references 
allowing others to re-create the installation 
elsewhere.



QR code directed 
visitors to 
website





Installation

Installation occurred March 27 on a 
busy day at the Arb

Water collected from Huron River 
and carried to installation endpoint

De-installation at the end of day 
March 31 (today)



Website



Project in Review: Website analytics

● Our website has had 29 site sessions (so far) 
from 12 unique visitors

● 24 sessions were initiated directly from the QR 
code on the signs



Project in Review: Lessons Learned

● A physical installation coupled with a website was an 
effective means of communicating the information we 
wished to convey

● The project successfully motivated unsuspecting passers-by 
to consider the effects of climate change on vulnerable 
populations

● Utilizing multiple mediums for this installation allowed for 
individuals to have diverse experiences interacting with it
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